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Important Digital Organizing Links 

● https://sites.google.com/sage.edu/rscelection/home 

○ For post-election resources, tailored to your mood 

○ Created by Megan Paluzzi, presenter 

● www.Canva.com  

○ For flyers, image editing, etc. 

● www.sage.edu/vote 

○ For information on the Sage Votes Committee 

● www.democracymatters.org 

○ For information on Democracy Matters 

● http://www.democracymatters.org/organizing-tools/downloadable-materials/ 

○ For downloadable Democracy Matters materials 

● https://bingobaker.com/view/3464020 

○ Bingo Baker (Debate-specific created by Megan Paluzzi) 
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Fall 2020 End of Semester Report 

Russell Sage College Chapter of Democracy Matters 

Your name:​ Megan Paluzzi 

School name: ​Russell Sage College 

Have you organized a group? ​Yes 

How many regulars? ​10 

How many others? ​20 

How many meetings have you held this semester? ​10 

Is the group an “official” college group? ​Yes 

Have you met with other groups?​ Yes 

If yes, please list.​ Sage Votes Committee, WLD 401, Women’s Institute, Theatre Department, 
Sodexo, SGA, Career Services, BLSA, Diversity and Inclusion 

Have these groups signed on to your campaigns?​ Some, yes 

Did you get coverage by campus or local media outlets? (newspaper, radio, TV, etc)? Please 
list. 

Yes! News10 for National Voter Registration Day, Sage Engaged, and RBG tribute 
(collaboration with Sage Votes, Career Services, and Women’s Institute respectively) 

What social media did you use and how successful was each?  

Facebook: Very successful 

Google sites/hangout: Very successful 

In process of setting up Instagram (SPRING 2020 EDIT: SUCCESSFUL) 

Which Democracy Matters materials were most/least helpful (flyers, brochures, banners, 
t-shirts, buttons)? Why? 

Buttons were very helpful, especially because of the button traditions on our campus! Stickers 
were also helpful and my group has expressed interest in T-shirts and banners. 



6 

Please attach separately your general evaluation of your experience with the Democracy 
Matters internship. Explain whether and how it has changed your view of politics, of 
activism, and of grassroots organizing. 

Here is an excerpt from my early October log: 

“This internship made me realize a lot about the people around me, especially students. 
So many students, even upperclassmen, have never voted before and they feel unprepared in the 
election. When registering students to vote, many said to me that they never knew how easy the 
process was. Who knew you could register to vote ​and​ request an absentee ballot from your own 
phone? I was also shocked to learn about some of the faculty who do not vote; my boss at one of 
my work study jobs told me that he writes his five-year-old son’s name on every ballot instead of 
voting for a candidate running. Another adult told me that they did not know where their polling 
place was and that they were too busy to change it to a closer location. Something that I learned 
now that early and absentee voting has started for many states is that people are not aware of all 
elections. So many of my friends have approached me asking who the people on the ballot are. 
Some even thought they received the wrong ballot because it had more than presidential 
candidates on it! A couple of students also had questions on the ballot, which confused them 
even more. 

The work I do with Democracy Matters is more important than I initially realized. So 
many individuals think that their votes do not matter yet neglect to realize the amount of people 
with that same mindset. Unfortunately, this is a high-stakes election for many people; 
fortunately, more people are aware of the importance of voting. While my earlier campaigns 
were focused on getting students the ballot, I am now shifting my focus to making sure they 
understand the ballot. Hopefully, I can achieve this with my Votes and Floats event coming up 
soon. I had the tendency to place emphasis on the 2020 Presidential Election because that is the 
only election I, as a Massachusetts resident, have in common with New York State residents. I 
am trying my best to learn more about local candidates so I can help inform students who are 
confused about the additional names on their ballots. 

Accepting my internship with Democracy Matters may have been the best decision of my 
college career. I sincerely hope that more students take a chance on this internship down the line, 
regardless of their academic major and professional aspirations. Although it initially appeared to 
be completely unrelated to my career goals, it has helped strengthen my passion, network, and 
skillset that I would need to succeed in life. I have made so much progress thus far in the initial 
stages of the Democracy Matters chapter and I can only improve from here. 

By taking these small steps to educate my campus community, I am impacting our 
government. You can never truly predict the outcome of an election as people do the voting, not 
the polls. Hopefully, my work with Democracy Matters will encourage my generation to keep 
fighting for what is right and using their voices through the ballot. The ballot is the first step to 
true change.” 
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Events and Brief Descriptions 
 

● National Voter Registration Day 
○ Volunteers managed tables and canvassed to register students to vote or help them 

make their 2020 voter plan 
○ Giveaway table with touch keys, Sage Votes masks, cookies from the dining hall 

with QR code stickers, stickers, buttons, and absentee applications 
○ Very successful! Many students were already registered to vote, but a lot were 

unsure. We had many people come up to make a voter plan with us and get some 
freebies 

● Politics in Pajamas 
○ Evening event with local politicians online featuring a PJ party! 
○ Three events: 

i. Meeting with Dorcy Appylrs 
● Successful! Great Q+A event too 

ii. Paul Tonko and Liz Joy 
● Pretty successful, it was a great opportunity to see where each 

candidate’s stances were 
iii. Voter Suppression: Rigged viewing and discussion with local politicians 

● Super successful and we got to meet a lot of great local politicians, 
including one RSC alum! 

● Sage Engaged 
○ Canvassing campus to help students register to vote and make their voter plan 
○ Mildly successful… campus is rather empty on Wednesdays, especially when 

everyone is out doing community service 
● Election Debate Bingo 

○ Virtual event with an online bingo game involving common topics and phrases in 
debates. First to get bingo won some Democracy Matters merchandise! 

● Floats and Votes 
○ Online and in-person event consisting of root beer floats and a mock election. 

Three theatre majors portrayed different parody candidates (Peppa Pig, Leslie 
Knope, Barbie) and had a debate. Everyone practiced filling out ballots correctly. 

○ Incredibly successful and has been my favorite event! 
● Hamilton Watch Party 

○ Meeting with Joan and politician/RSC alum Thearse McCalmon to discuss 
staying politically involved after the election as well as campaign finance reform. 
Then, we watched the film Hamilton! 

○ Successful, but low attendance (about 20 instead of the 40 that signed up). Big 
curveball in planning the event due to the activity being shut down last minute 
and having to be made remote. 
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Interest/Club Advertising Flyers
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Watch Party Flyers
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Voter QR Codes 
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Floats and Votes Materials
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Event Sign Up Form ​(General example for all events held) 
 
https://forms.gle/yTZgxkK2UJJYXw767 
 
Debate Questions​ (From those who signed up) 
 

● Describe your experience. Why are you qualified to become President of the United 
States? 

● How will you support the arts? 
● What would life be like in Barbie’s world? 
● What do you think is the most pressing issue when it comes to climate change and how 

do you plan on fixing it? 
● How would you handle the political unrest in America? 
● Do you support packing the courts? 
● How would you handle the COVID-19 pandemic? 
● Can Peppa Pig whistle? 
● How would your healthcare plan differ from your candidates’? 
● Why have you chosen your running mate? 
● Why do you want to become President of the United States? 
● What is the biggest problem in America today? 
● What would be the first thing you do as president? 

 
Mock Ballot​ (Based on NYS ballot) 
 

 
 
 

https://forms.gle/yTZgxkK2UJJYXw767


18 

Voter Friendly Campus Report
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